Suppression of thyroglobulin secretion in amiodarone iodine-induced thyrotoxicosis.
A 41-year-old male patient developed amiodarone-induced thyrotoxicosis after 29 months of treatment with amiodarone. Thyrotoxicosis was readily reversible after cessation of the drug and did not need specific thyrostatic treatment. In contrast to what was expected, thyroglobulin serum concentrations, that were normal during the first 2 yr of follow up, decreased drastically to undetectable levels during and after the thyrotoxic phase. Although no explanation can be offered for this phenomenon, it seems important to point out the fact that measurement of thyroglobulin is of only limited value in the diagnosis of thyroid dysfunction in patients treated with amiodarone. Low levels do not exclude thyrotoxicosis.